
 



 1

 

 

 

The Power of Love 
A study in 1 Corinthians 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Syllabus and Study Guide 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reb Bradley 
 

 

 

 

FAMILY MINISTRIES PUBLISHING 

Sheridan, California 



 2

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FAMILY MINISTRIES 

PO Box 266 

Sheridan, California 95681 

www.familyministries.com 

 

Order line (800) 545-1729 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A 6-week series recorded at Hope Chapel Christian Fellowship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Bible quotes: 

New International Version unless otherwise stated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 3

THE SUPREMACY OF LOVE  
1 Corinthians 13 

 

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF LOVE 

 

A. vs 1-2   SUPERNATURAL POWER to minister is insignificant without LOVE    

 

  

 

 

Mat 7:22-23  Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in 

your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew 

you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 

 

Judas 

Luke 10:1  After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to 

every town and place where he was about to go … 17  The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, 

even the demons submit to us in your name." 

 

B. vs 3  Acts which appear to be SELFLESS and SACRIFICIAL may lack love     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acts 5:1-11  Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 With his 

wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' 

feet. 3 Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit 

and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn't it belong to you before it was 

sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You 

have not lied to men but to God." 5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who 

heard what had happened. 6 Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and 

buried him. 7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter asked her, "Tell 

me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?" "Yes," she said, "that is the price." 9 Peter said to her, 

"How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the 

door, and they will carry you out also." 10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men 

came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear seized the whole 

church and all who heard about these events. 

 

C. vs 1-3   Love is the motive which validates ACTS OF SERVICE     

 

 

 

 
2 Cor 5:14  For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 
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II. WHAT LOVE IS AND IS NOT 

 

A. Love endures PROBLEM-PEOPLE a long time.   Without PATIENCE there is no love. 
 

makrothumeo, mak-roth-oo-meh'-o;  long-spirited, forbearing; long-suffering, patiently endure. 

 
 

 

 

 
Prov 10:12  Hatred stirs up dissension, but love covers over all wrongs. 
 

1 Pet 4:8  Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 
 

Gal 5:22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
 

Eph 4:2  Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 
 

Col 3:12  Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience. 
 

2 Tim 2:25  Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance 

leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 
 

2 Tim 4:2  Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with great 

patience and careful instruction. 

 

 

B. Love ACTIVELY SERVES those who may not REPAY 
 

chresteuomai, khraste-yoo'-om-ahee; to show oneself useful, i.e. act benevolently:--be kind. 

 

 

 

 
Psa 82:3-4  Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed. 4 Rescue 

the weak and needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked. 
 

Prov 31:20  She opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy … 26  She speaks with wisdom, 

and faithful instruction is on her tongue. 
 

Luke 6:35-36  But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. 

Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and 

wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
 

Eph 4:32  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 
 

Col 3:12  Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
 

2 Pet 1:6-7  and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 

and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 
 

1 John 3:16-18  This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 

down our lives for our brothers. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no 

pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with 

actions and in truth. 
 

1 John 4:11  Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
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C. Love …  
 

1. Love is not ENVIOUS -- it is HAPPY for others 
 

zeloo, dzay-lo'-o;  to have warmth of feeling for or against, covet, be jealous over 
James 3:14-16  But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny 

the truth. 15 Such "wisdom" does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 16 For 

where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 
 

1 Pet 2:1  Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 
 

1 Cor 3:3  You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? 

Are you not acting like mere men? 
 

Rom 13:13  Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality 

and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 
 

2 Cor 12:20  For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as I want you to be, and you may not find me 

as you want me to be. I fear that there may be quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, factions, slander, 

gossip, arrogance and disorder. 
 

Gal 5:21  and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this 

will not inherit the kingdom of God … 26  Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 
 

1 Tim 6:4  he is conceited and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels 

about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions 

 
 

2. Love is not BOASTFUL -- it builds up not ITSELF, BUT OTHERS  
 

perpereuomai, per-per-yoo'-om-ahee; to brag or vaunt  
 

 
Prov 13:10  Pride only breeds quarrels, but wisdom is found in those who take advice. 
 

Eccl 7:8-9  The end of a matter is better than its beginning, and patience is better than pride. 9 Do not be 

quickly provoked in your spirit, for anger resides in the lap of fools. 
 

1 Cor 1:31  Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord." 
 

1 Cor 4:7  For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if 

you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not? 

 
 

3. Love is not PROUD -- it is HUMBLE AND SELFLESS 
 

phusioo, foo-see-o'-o; to inflate, puff up; ie, over-exalted self-view 

 
1 Cor 4:18  Some of you have become arrogant, as if I were not coming to you. 
 

1 Cor 5:2  And you are proud! Shouldn't you rather have been filled with grief and have put out of your 

fellowship the man who did this? 
 

1 Cor 8:1  Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that we all possess knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but 

love builds up. 
 

Col 2:18  Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the 

prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up with 

idle notions. 
 

Phil 2:1-5  If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any 

fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-

minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 

conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own 

interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
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4. Love is not RUDE -- it is CONSIDERATE AND RESPECTFUL of others feelings 
 

aschemoneo, as-kay-mon-eh'-o;  to behave unbecomingly or repulsively  

 

 
 

1 Cor 7:36  But if any man thinks he is behaving improperly toward his virgin [daughter], if she is past the 

flower of youth, and thus it must be, let him do what he wishes. He does not sin; let them marry. (NKJV) 

 
 

5. Love is not SELF-SEEKING -- it seeks only the GOOD of others 
 

zeteo, dzay-teh'-o; to seek; to worship; desire   

 
 

 

Lev 19:18  "'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as 

yourself. I am the LORD. 
 

Mk 12:31  The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these." 

(Also Mat 22:39) 
 

Rom 13:9  The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," 

and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as 

yourself." 10  Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. (Also James 2:8) 
 

Gal 5:14  The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 

 
Romans 15:1-2  We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. 2 

Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. 
 

1 Corinthians 10:24  Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of others … 33  even as I try to please 

everybody in every way. For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:25  so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal 

concern for each other. 
 

Galatians 5:13  You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful 

nature; rather, serve one another in love. 
 

Galatians 6:1-2  Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But 

watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the 

law of Christ. 
 

Philippians 2:3-5  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better 

than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

6. Love is not EASILY ANGERED -- it is more CONCERNED for others than self 
 

paroxuno, par-ox-oo'-no; to sharpen alongside, i.e. (fig.) to exasperate:--easily provoke, stir. 

 

 
Proverbs 14:17  A quick-tempered man does foolish things, and a crafty man is hated. 
 

James 1:19  My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to 

become angry, 
 

Colossians 3:8  But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and 

filthy language from your lips. 
 

Ephesians 4:31  Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of 

malice. 
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7. Love keeps no RECORD OF WRONGS.    It forgives and gives "FRESH STARTS" 
 

logizomai, log-id'-zom-ahee;  to take an inventory, keep a list  

 

 

 

 
Eph 4:32  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

 

Matthew 18:21-22  Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother 

when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" 22 Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven 

times. 

 
 

8. Love does not DELIGHT in evil -- it is concerned for those who are WRONGED 
 

adikia, ad-ee-kee'-ah; injustice; unrighteousness 

 

 

 

 
Rom 12:19  Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to 

avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. 20  On the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, 

give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head." 21  Do not be overcome 

by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

See also Rom 13:4 De 32:35,43 Ps 94:1-3 Na 1:2,3 Heb 10:30  

 

 

D. Love does not delight when another is victim to a CALAMITY OR INJUSTICE, but . . .  

REJOICES with the truth  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 8

LOVE PROTECTS, TRUSTS, AND HOPES 
1 Corinthians 13:6-8 

 

E. Those we love, we PROTECT from others and our own ATTACKS 

stego, steg'-o;  to roof over, i.e. to cover with silence (endure patiently), to forbear, to suffer 

 
 

 

 

GOD: 

• Provides a guardian for our souls – the Good Shepherd // gave his life for the sheep 

 

• Guards us against overwhelming trials -- 1 Cor 10:13 

 

• Provided protective guidelines -- the Word // He gives us the Holy Spirit  

 

 
TRUE LOVE IS SACRIFICIAL -- protection may involve risk of life, reputation or property  

 

 

 

F. Love always TRUSTS -- BELIEVES all things  -- it risks and trusts God 

 
Does that mean naive and easily duped -- one who falls prey to one scheme after another? 

 

Wise as serpents . . .  
Mat 10:16  I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as 

doves. 

 
ENTRUSTS, gives a second chance, risks 
Acts 15:37  Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, 38  but Paul did not think it wise to take 

him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. 39  They had such 

a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40  but Paul chose 

Silas and left, commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. 

 

 

 

G. Love always HOPES  ---  tries to think the BEST of others 
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 LOVE PERSEVERES AND NEVER FAILS 
1 Corinthians 13:7-8 

 

I. True love BEARS up under DURESS  

Rom 12:12; 2 Cor 1:6 

 

 CONDITIONAL LOVE is worn out & used up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DESPITE OBSTACLES -- perseveres, endures, remains faithful, hangs in there  

 

 FALSE love (SELF LOVE) -- conditional;  is worn out & used up 

 

PERSEVERES   hupomeno, hoop-om-en'-o; to stay under or behind, i.e. remain; to undergo, to bear trials, have 

fortitude, abide, endure, take patiently, suffer, tarry behind.  

 
Remains committed despite attacks 

 

Commitment is not conditioned on the attractiveness of the other 

example: 

Dave Roemer -- You  weren't that good looking anyway 

 

Wedding vows: "As long as our love shall last"    Laugh together . . .  

 
Love feelings are not permanent 

A commitment of Love is permanent -- because it is not based on the lovableness of the other  

 
Isaiah 49:15-16  "Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she has borne? 

Though she may forget, I will not forget you! 16 See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; your walls 

are ever before me. 

 
Love is faithful to the end -- despite how roughly our heart has been treated 

 
Eph 4:2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  

 
Col 3:13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the 

Lord forgave you.  
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II. Love STAYS ON COURSE (never fails) despite distractions 

 
ekpipto, ek-pip'-to; to drop away; to be driven out of one's course; figuratively, to fail, lose, become 
inefficient: --be cast, fall (away, off), take none effect. 
 
Faithful to commitments despite temptation to serve self 

 

Aims at commitment and pursues until achieved  

 

Not easily distracted by opportunities to achieve personal goals 

 

Does not get detoured 

 

Doesn't let them down. 

 

Love won't be deterred from doing what is good; from carrying a blessing 

 
LOVE PERSISTS like the one seeking bread from his neighbor at midnight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. THE NATURE OF LOVE 
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Other materials by Reb & Beverly Bradley  
 

BOOKS AND BOOKLETS BY REB BRADLEY  
Child Training Tips -- What I wish I knew when my children were young -- An absolutely invaluable tool for 

helping parents shape children’s behavior and identify their own blind spots;  book  
 

Solving the Crisis in Homeschooling: Exposing seven major blind spots of conscientious parents that increase prodigal 

tendencies in children; booklet  
 

DATING: Is it worth the risk? -- An examination of modern dating practices and their contributions to sexual promiscuity 

and divorce; booklet  
 

FIG LEAVES: Exposing hindrances to successful repentance -- Reb, as an instructor of Biblical Counseling, 

documents the defense mechanisms we use to avoid taking personal responsibility; booklet  
 

Reconciling With Your Wife: Critical help for the husband who finds himself abandoned by his wife – booklet   
 

Help for the Struggling Marriage: What the Bible says about ending marriage by divorce – booklet   
 

TAPES & CD’s BY REB BRADLEY  
Biblical Insights into Child Training: Establishing control in the home and raising godly children 
8-CD set;  AVAILABLE ON CD & DVD 
 

Influencing Children’s Hearts: What I REALLY Wish I Knew When My Children Were Young Exposing 
parenting blind spots which increase prodigal tendencies   4-CD set  
 

Preparing Your Children For COURTSHIP and MARRIAGE: From Toddlers to Teens  
7-CD set. AVAILABLE ON CD & VIDEO  
 

Advanced Child Training: BEYOND OBEDIENCE - Raising Children who Love God and Others. For those with 
obedient children. 4-tape set. AVAILABLE ON DVD 
 

The Delightful Family: Cultivating love, minimizing sibling rivalry, and forging strong family bonds; 3-CD set w/syll  
 

Bringing Your Children to an Early Maturity:  Reversing the influence of modern culture and youth groups on 

adolescents – 3-CD set  
 

The Power of Love: A powerful and refreshing look at the true nature of love, and the effect it has on those who give and 

receive it.  6-CD set  
 

Happiness in Marriage: Discovering the blessing God intended – 8-tape set. AVAILABLE ON DVD  
 

FOR FATHERS: Saving the Next Generation -- Equipping Your Children as Warriors for Christ 
2 tape set  
 

The Biblical Path to Mental and Emotional Health  Powerful series revealing Jesus' path to wholeness -- 12 

tape set  
 

MATERIALS BY BEVERLY BRADLEY 
WOMAN OF GOD: Controller or Servant? -- learning the difference between serving others and 
exhausting oneself controlling them. – 2-CD set  
 

Keeper of the Home -- a study on womanhood from Titus 2 -- 1 CD  
 

Overcoming the Distractions of Motherhood Keeping Priorities in Focus. 1 CD  
 

Maker of the Home  (music tape) - a song of encouragement for mothers -- 1 CD  
 

Becoming Your Husband's Helpmate - Overcoming natural obstacles --  1 CD  
 

Help for Those Who Have Been Hurt by Others - Freedom for those bound up by long-lasting hurt --1 CD  
 

 

For information and prices contact your source for this tape set or : 
 

FAMILY MINISTRIES    PO Box 266    Sheridan, CA 95681  (800) 545 -1729   www.familyministries.com 
 


