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I. THE PROBLEM 

� Many conscientious parents are watching their children grow up and ABANDON their VALUES  

 

II. BASIC CAUSES OF THE PROBLEM 
 

A. We become focused on SUCCESS  
 

� Our dreams for our kids are really FOR US and OUR SUCCESS as parents 

we sacrifice and invest so much .... to get RESULTS 

B. Preoccupation with results can turn the FAMILY into a MEASUREMENT of success 
 

1. The family can become a TROPHY -- more accurately -- an IDOL 
 

2. The children become for parents a MEANS of feeling SUCCESSFUL  

The relationship needed to influence them breaks down 

3. Our HIGHEST SUCCESS is not measured by the effect we have upon others, but by our 

OBEDIENCE to God.  We obey – God bears the fruit (1 Cor 3:6). 

 

C. Preoccupation with RESULTS leads to emphasis on OUTWARD FORM 
 

1. We emulate the FRUIT of those who appear SUCCESSFUL in their training 

Pastor’s kids take notes ...  

2. We mold our kids' BEHAVIOR, but miss their HEARTS - Emulate expression rather than content 

Use of titles “Mr.” and “Mrs.”, sitting still in church, hair style, youth group, modesty, music, etc. 

D. Preoccupation with outward brings with it a tendency to JUDGE OTHERS by our STANDARDS 

We tend to judge both parents and children by those areas in which we feel successful: 
- Modesty, hymns, grooming, obedience, stay near, respectful speech, reverence, music, TV, sheltering 

1. We end up MAJORING on the MINORS – ie: personal standards 

baby crying in church,  watch TV, newly saved: get haircut, lose the piercings   

2. With judgment comes DEFENSIVENESS and EMBARRASSMENT   
we imagine we are judged by others 

3. It was the PHARISEES not Jesus who were preoccupied with OUTWARD HOLINESS 

Mat 6:1-2, 5, 16; 23:5-6, 23-28; John 7:24 We elevate for our families outward manifestations like modesty, 

conservative grooming, hair-length, obedience to parents, hymns, respectful speech, sober reverence, or taste in 

entertainment    - Jesus never came against immodesty or cussing 

Mat 23:5  "Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on 

their garments long; 
 

Mat 6:1  "Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will 

have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2  "So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with 

trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, 

they have received their reward in full … 5  "And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to 

pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have  

received their reward in full … 16 "When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure 

their faces to show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 
 

Mat 23:23  "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices--

mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law--justice, mercy and  



faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former ... 25  "Woe to you, teachers of 

the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of 

greed and self-indulgence. 26  Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside 

also will be clean. 27  "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like 

whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men's bones and 

everything unclean. 28  In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you 

are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. 
 

John 7:24  Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment.  

- Pharisees measured holiness by what was avoided and what was seen by others 

4. Jesus' approach: Invest in the HEART and watch it BEAR FRUIT   

Matt 23:26  Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean. 
 

� The Pharisees were preoccupied with what TO DO. Jesus emphasized what TO BE. 
WURMBRAND 

E. We develop a false security in our ABILITY to CONTROL  

Teaching a young child self-control does equip them to receive values taught them 

1. Relying on your authority to intimidate teens will gain only OUTWARD COMPLIANCE for a while 
 

� We may INTIMIDATE them into SUBJECTION, but fail to WIN their HEARTS into 

submission. 
 

� Intimidation may merely foster SELF PRESERVATION 

 

2. We MISUNDERSTAND Proverbs 22:6 and therefore resort to greater CONTROL.  
 

Prov 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. 

Literal Hebrew rendering: “Dedicate a child specifically towards a righteous path of life and he will not 

abandon it when he reaches old age”  

The book of Proverbs:   Promises  or  Probabilities ?  Prov 22:4, 11, 14, 16, & 26 

� We believe that because of the homeschool process, we control the influences in their lives and thereby 

will control the outcome.  It doesn't take into account that they are people. 

���� It is dangerous to believe that we have 100% control over how our kids turn out.  

F. We develop an over-dependence on SHELTERING 

We tend to rely more upon an inadequate approach to influence them 

Yes, we seek to infuse the Word in them and saturate them with righteous influences, but... 

> For our kids, Christianity becomes mostly about AVOIDING NEGATIVE influences  

 

G. Over reliance on CONTROL easily leads to a "FORMULAIC" approach to parenting 
 

�  We look for and rely upon FORMULAS, METHODS, and self-working PRINCIPLES   

We go to home school seminars and want to learn the "how to's" -- discover the successful path 
- They are not dogs who can be trained // not chemicals which can be combined for predictable results  

------  IF TECHNIQUES AND FORMULAS WORK, WHERE'S GOD IN THE MIX ? 

� We forget that they are SELF-DETERMINING individuals – IT IS CRITICAL WE 

REALIZE that our children are self-willed individuals – people are influenced by relationship, not dehumanized 

ingredients in a cake we are baking.  They are PEOPLE.  

1. The more we focus on formulas and principles -- the more children become "THINGS" 

2. The more they become things the less we have significant RELATIONSHIP.  



3. The less we have relationship the more we lose their HEARTS.  

4. Without their hearts the less we are able to influence their VALUES.  

5. Without their hearts, the best we can do is control the OUTSIDE (for a while).  

 

 

III. BASIC SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEM 
 

A. Cease making your family into a TROPHY  CAST DOWN THE IDOL 

1 John 5:21  Dear children, keep yourselves from idols. 
 

1. In your heart -- give GOD the GLORY for your children’s good behavior. Stop CREDITING 

yourself. 
 

2. Choose your CHILDREN over other people’s OPINIONS       NATE WITH TATOOS at Tahoe 

Look to God for your fulfillment - not your family 

B. Invest more into their HEARTS than into shaping the EXPRESSIONS of their HEARTS. 
Matt 23:26  Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean. 

 

C. Guard yourself against a JUDGMENTAL SPIRIT 

Rom 12:3  For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you 

ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.  

(Col 2:16-17; James 2:13)   

 

1. Cry out to God for HUMILITY when you spot JUDGMENTAL tendencies   

Phil 2:3  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than 

yourselves. 
 

2. Coach your children towards HUMILITY and LOVE when they manifest JUDGMENT  

1 Cor 10:29b  ... For why should my freedom be judged by another's conscience? 

 

D. CULTIVATE a relationship of LOVE with them 

Proverbs 23:26  My son, give me your heart and let your eyes keep to my ways   

 

1. See your children as PEOPLE not PROJECTS 

 

2. Drink continually from God’s WELL of LOVE, so that you have plenty to SPILL onto your 

children 
1 John 4:16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 

God, and God in him… 19 We love because he first loved us. 

 

� When they look into your eyes they must see ACCEPTANCE and DELIGHT 

 

E. Make it your top goal to understand and live out the GOSPEL in your home 

Mal 4:6  He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or 

else I will come and strike the land with a curse." 


